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BLENDED INTENSIVE PROGRAMME (BIP) PROPOSAL

The host of the programme – VIKO (Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education Institution) https://en.viko.lt/ 
The dates of the students‘ physical mobility: 13-17 April, 2026 + travelling days.
Location:  https://maps.app.goo.gl/J3QHPaCPJ1mDhb8z7 
Participants: 
· VIKO, 
· Riga Technical University (https://www.rtu.lv/en) 
· University of Crete https://www.uoc.gr/en/home/ 
· ? (1-2 partners are still welcome to join!)
Contact person: Lina Pečiulienė, l.peciuliene@pdf.viko.lt +370 676 39609 for calls and WhatsApp.
“Debating Education – Developing Future Teachers’ Voices”
1. Objectives and Rationale
This Blended Intensive Programme (BIP) aims to enhance the argumentative, critical, and communicative competences of pre-service teacher education students through the pedagogical use of structured educational debates.

The programme is inspired by the research of Duarte Infante, Fonseca Velandia, & Ramos Holguín (2020), which demonstrated that classroom debates help future teachers to:
- transform theoretical knowledge into practical argumentation and decision-making skills,
- engage in reflective, evidence-based dialogue, and
- develop open-minded, democratic attitudes in professional contexts.

In the European context, the BIP responds to current educational priorities such as inclusion, citizenship education, democratic dialogue, and the evolving role of teachers. By engaging students in intercultural debate activities on controversial educational topics, this programme supports the development of teachers who are critical thinkers, empathetic communicators, and active European citizens.
2. Target Group
- Short cycle studies, Bachelor-level or Master-level pre-service teachers, educators or students of education sciences or related fields.
- Students from 3–5 partner universities across Europe.
- Group size: min 8 to 10 students per partner institution.
- Language of instruction: English.
3. Learning Outcomes
After completing the BIP, participants will be able to:
1. Construct and evaluate well-reasoned arguments on current educational issues.
2. Demonstrate awareness of diverse perspectives and cultural contexts in European education.
3. Apply debate and dialogic methods in their future teaching and educational practice.
4. Communicate effectively and respectfully in academic and intercultural settings.
5. Reflect critically on the teacher’s role in promoting democracy, inclusion, and civic engagement in schools.
4. Programme Structure and Activities
Virtual Component (Pre-mobility – 1 online session + homework):
-Introduction to argumentation and debate methodology.
-Preparation of debate teams and briefing on debate topics.
Physical Component (5 days at the host institution - VIKO):
Day 1: Intercultural team-building, public speaking and debate workshop.
Day 2: Debate 1 – “Standardised testing in schools does more harm than good.”
Day 3: Debate 2 – “Inclusive education: should schools group students by ability?”
Day 4: Debate 3 – “Nationalism vs European citizenship: what should schools prioritise?”
Day 5: Reflection panels, micro-teaching, feedback and closing session.

Post-mobility (Follow-up phase):
- Online reflective journal and peer feedback.
- Online dissemination meeting with all partners.
5. Methodology
The programme combines blended, experiential and collaborative learning approaches:
- Interactive lectures and guided workshops on argumentation.
- Structured debates using educationally relevant and controversial topics.
- Peer learning and intercultural team collaboration.
- Reflective practice through journaling and discussion.
- Micro-teaching sessions integrating debate as a pedagogical method.
6. Assessment
Component | Weight | Description
Active participation & engagement | 50% | Attendance, homework, contribution in sessions and teamwork.
Debate performance, reflection | 50% | Argument construction, evidence use, communication clarity.
7. Expected Results
- Strengthened critical thinking, communication, and intercultural competences of participants.
- Increased understanding of inclusive and democratic education in European schools.
- Practical experience with debate as a teaching tool for active and reflective learning.
- Development of a sustainable network of teacher education partners for future cooperation.
8. Impact
For students:
- Improved argumentative and public speaking skills in English.
- Greater openness to diverse opinions and enhanced self-confidence.
- Deeper understanding of teachers’ societal role in Europe.

For partner institutions:
- Strengthened collaboration among teacher education faculties.
- Creation of adaptable materials for integrating debate into curricula.
- Promotion of inclusive, student-centred pedagogies aligned with EU values.
9. Dissemination and Sustainability
- Creation of a shared online platform (Moodle/Padlet) with teaching materials and student reflections.
- Presentation of outcomes at Partners events, internal seminars, or Erasmus+ dissemination events.
- Integration of debate-based activities into regular teacher education modules.
10. Duration and Timeline
Phase | Period | Format
Preparation & Online phase | 2-4 weeks before mobility | 1 online session + homework
Physical mobility | 5 days | At host university VIKO
Follow-up | 2 weeks after mobility | Online dissemination and reflection
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